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IN THE CLAIM: 

1-7 (Canceled) 

S. (Currently Amended) A ring part, comprising: 

a first partial ring with a first partial ring inner side and a first partial ring outer side 
and a first end with a first partial ring non-flexible inner side Joining structure at the inner 
side and a second end wiA a first partial ring non-flexible outer side joining structure at the 
5 outer side, said first partial ring inner side joining structure being substantially the same in 

shape as said second partial ring outer side joining structure; 

a second partial ring with a second partial ring inner side and a second partial ring 
outer side and a second partial ring first end with a second partial ring non-^flexible inner side 
joining structure at the second partial ring inner side and a second partial ring second end 

1 0 with a second partial ring non-flexible outer side joining structure at the second partial ring 

outer side, said first pardal ring inner side joining structure being substantially the same in 
shape as said second p£irtial ring outer side joining structure and said first partial ring being 
substantially identical to said second partial rin g, wherein eacli said joining structure has a 
back-engaging surface of a shape that is inclined with respect to the radial direction of the 

15 ring part, wherein said shape that is inclined extends from an inner side concave edee, in the 

vicinity of a hook shaped portion and is joined to a convex end edge on the respective partial 
ring. 
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9, (Previously Pjnesented) A ring part according to claim 1 , wherein each said joining 
Structure has a shape of a hook for eng9giDg hehind another said joining structure. 

10. (Previously Presented) A ring part according to claim 9, wherein each said 
joinii^ structure has a shape that is substantially point symmetrical in construction. 

IL (Canceled) 

12. (Canceled) 

13, (Previously Presented) A ring part according to claim 8, wherein each said 

■ 

joining structure of one partial ring is frictionally retained in another said joining structure 
of another said partial ring. 

14» (Currently Amended) A ring part construction, comprising: 
a first partial ring with a first partial ring inner side and a first partial ring outer side 
and a first end with a convex _arciiate end wall portion joined via an angled surface to a 
concave surface to form a first partial ring non-flexible inner side joining structure at the 
5 inner side and a second end with a convex arcuate end wall portion joined via an anpled 

smlace to- a concave surface to form a first partial ring non-flexible outw side joining 
structure at flie outer sid e, said JGis t partial ring inner side joining st r uctur e being 
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a>ubstautially ihe same iii sliapc as smd second partial liiig outtf side jciiuliiw striic t ure ; 

a second partial ring with a second partial ring inner side and a second pardal ring 
outer side and a second pardal ring first end widi a convex arcuate end wall portion joined 
via an angled surface to concave surface to form a second partial ring non-flexible inner side 
5 joining structure at the second partial ring inner side and a second partial ring second end 

with a convex arcuate end wall portion joined via an angled surface to concave surface to 
form a second partial ring non-flexible outer side joining struclure at the second partial ring 
outer side, said first partial ring inner side joining structure being substantially the same in 
shape as said second partial ring inner side joining structure and said second partial ring 
10 outer side joining structure being substantially the same in shape as said first partial ring 

outer side ioinine structure and said first partial ring being substantially identical to said 
second partial ring; 

a multi-piece functional part, said first and second partial rings being engaged 
together with said first partial ring non-flexible inner side joining structure frictlonally 
15 engaged with said second partial ring non-flexible outer side joining structure and said first 

partial ring non-flexible outer side joining structure fiictionally engaged with said second 
partial ring non-flexible outer side joining structure, to radially hold together said functional 
part. 



15. (New) A :ring part according to claim 14, wherein each inner side joining 
structure has an out^ side plaxiar end face adjacent to said convex arcuate end wall portion 



PA(£ 5/9' O AT 4/29/2005 11:42:47 AM [Eastern Day^^ 



04/29/2005 11:54 19149415855 MCGLEW AND TUTTLE PC PAGE 

and each inner side joining structure has an inner side planiir end face adjacent to said 
concave surface, said outer side planar end face oigaging said inner side planar end face with 
said first and second partial rings engaged together. 

1 6. (New) A ring part according to claim 15, wherein opposite said outer side planar 
end face said concave surface joins said inner side at a point and opposite said outer side 
planar end face said convex arcuate end. wall portion smoothly joins said otitcr side. 
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